Barwick & Stoford Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2026

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S1 2015/234)

(a)

(b)

The audit of accounts for Barwick & Stoford Parish Council for the year
ended 31 March 2026 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Barwick & Stoford Parish Council on
application to:
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Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on

payment of Egﬂn(c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d) ‘K(ﬁ/\, M &)—TLIN GL_MK / ﬁﬁ)

Date of announcement: (g)

M Septtmbser 202(

Notes

This notice and Sactions 1,2 & Jof
tha AGAR must be publishad by 30
September. This must include
publication on the smaller
authority’s website. The smaller
authority must decide how long to
publish the Notice for; the AGAR and
axtarnal auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Insertthe name, position and
addrass of the person to whom
local government alectors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b} Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) Insarraraasanable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notica

(@) Insen the date of placing of tha
notice

www.pkf-l.com




Saction 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowiedge as the members of:

Barwick and Stolard Parish Council

our responsitility for ensuning that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
reapedct to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that

6 MAnNs IS authority

1 We have put in piace arangements for effective financal |
management dufing the year, and for the preparation ot
the accounting statements

‘ prepared s accounting statements in accordance
| with the Accounts and Audit Ragulstions

|

(2 We maintaned un adequste system of mternal control
Including measures dosigned to prevent and detect fraud |
i and corruplion and reviewed its effectiveness

] muﬁ;ﬁmr arrangements and eﬁ:cspted‘ responsibility
for zatequarding the public mongy and resourcos in
| s charge.

3. We have assured ourselves thal there are no matters
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Praclices that could have a
aignificant financial uffevt wi the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its
finances.

| has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
| complied with Proper Prachces in doing so.

; 4. We provided proper npmcmmty dunng me_ve;ritw
- the exercise of eiectors rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations

: drm'n; the year gave alf persons mfcra—ded the apportunity
| inspect and ask questions abaet this authority's accounts,

% We carried out an assessment of the risks 1acmng this
authonty and took appropriate steps 1o manage those
risks, including the intreduction of internal controle and/or
extemnal insuiance cover where required

| considered and documeantad tha financial and other nsks i
faces and dealt with them properly

(6 V;ie maintained throughou! the year an adequate and
eftective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems

arranged for leo_rr-p:!:! mnm;f the Anancial
contris and procedures, o give an objective view on whother

- mtemal controis meel the nesds of this smaller authority

} -
| Wo took appropriate action on all marnars rased
in rapons iom miemal and external audie

b——

responded (o matters brought to its atfontion by iternal and
external audi.

| B, We conswdered whether any litigation, liabities or
commitments, events or ransactions, occumng ether |
during or after the year-end have a financial impact on i
this authorty and, where appropnate have included them |
in the accounting statements. ‘

(Far local councils anly) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including

- financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination ar audit

%

disclosed everyming it should have about is busmess actity |
| during the year including events taking place after the year
| end if relavartt

i

h;s med ail of is ra?Wns]bﬂMos whm as a body ‘

corporale, 1t is a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts

10 We have put in place arrangements for the effective 1T
and data management in accordance with propor

practices dunng the year under review

s ——— !
‘Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified.
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

meeting of the authority on. &

e [os |202b |

and recorded as minute reference

IS’/%/ 3%)'!‘1

www.barwickandstofordparishcouncil.co. uk

|

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3
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4

| has made suitable arrangements for its IT and deta
management and has compilied with proper practices in
daing so

separate sheet for each 'No’ riépom‘ind describe

These sheets must be published with the Annual

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

approval was given
Fralle,
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Chair

Clerk

i




Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Barwick and Stoford Parish Council

Year anding

NOICS

AN (s Rnee

‘cave any
Dlank and report 0 08
IIST ayres (o uf : Al 8

1 Ralances brought ' Total balances and reserves ar the beginming of the year |
torward 110,338 500,451 as recorded in the financial records Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.
2.(+) Precept-or Rates and i Total amount of precept {or for IDBs rates and levies)
| Levies 62,2689 67.596 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
recoived. N _
3. (+) Total OU‘-i;l' receipts | lotal income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less |
367,119 21,548 the precept or ratesflevies received (line 2). Include any
grants received. )
| 4 () Staff costs o Total expenditure or payments made 1o and on behalf
‘ y7p 7| of all empioysex include gross sulbaries and wagos,
20,163 22,237 employers NI cantributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and Severance payments.
5 (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 0 made during tho yoar on the autherity's barrowings (i any).
| ;
6 (-) All other payments | Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
19,132 34,989 book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
| mpagmo_;n_rs_,_(ﬁnc- o). _ =l
F (=) Balancas carricd i Total balances amd reserves at the and of the youor ‘
forward 500,451 932,369 must cqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+6) .
. | i |
'8 Tolal value of cash and T ! The sum of ail current and. &opoé!r bank accounts, cash T
short term investments | 500,451 532,369 hoidings aeit shart tarm inve stments heid as at 31 March
1 | Tooyuﬂmbmkrecmﬂhdou.ﬁ___ e
la Total fixed assets plus ! I The vaiie of all the property the authority owns — #t is made
long term investments { 6.5061‘ 7.106! up of all its fixed assets and long term investmeanis as at l
and asacts ’ ______ | | ‘ 31 March _ 4
10 Total borrowings ! r The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all Inans J
i 0 %fmm third parties (including PWLB). |
- L - - - g —

|11 Do
accounting

the figures in

statements

the
above | [

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability

Return have been preparad on aither a receipts ang Prymans
or income and expenditure basis toliowing the guidance in

Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a {
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly |
the financial posiion of this authorny | as recordad 7 minute reference:

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being ‘ ¥ Zé / 3 1‘(2’ ‘" '

presented to the authgrity for approval.
| Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting

(fm’( '(“’( /Lf}L\,/\ [ Statements ware approved
13/04/2026 | ﬁw\ A~ 4_;@

Annual Gove‘r_nanmnd Accountability Return '270"2'5:’20 Form 3
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

I confim that these Accounting Statements were
1 approved by this authority on this date:

Qo |os (20206

Date
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Section 3 — External Auditor’'s Report and Certificate 2025/26
In respect of Barwick & Stoford Parish Council — S00319

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as audilors lo complete a imited assurance raviaw is sel aut by the Natlonal Audit Office (NAQ). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not cohstitute an audit carned out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit wauld. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
i= appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Anhual Gavernance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website — Niips [www nao org uk/code-audil-

stice/quidance-and-infarmation-ior-ali

This authority Is responsible for ansuring that its financial management is adaquate and effactive and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with

Proper Practices which:

» summanses lhe acsounting records for the year endad 31 March 2026, and
« confirma and provides assurance on hose imatters that ara relevant to our duties and responsibiliies as extenal auditors.,

2 External auditor’'s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant |eqisiation and regulalory requirernents have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

Return, and disch : -
o 2036. ischarged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31

Extarnal Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature Nate 28/08/2026
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